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Annuals Compiled by the Japanese Art World
in the MOMAT Art Library Collection

Watanabe Miki

Japan has a long tradition of activities to edit and compile histories. In recent years, the compilation of
such annuals, especially by local governments, schools and corporations, has been very popular. However, as
many of these are not for sale, the complete picture concerning them is not clear. The objectives of this paper
are to throw light upon some of the annuals compiled by the Japanese art world and call attention to their
importance.

‘This paper first surveys company histories, which are compiled by corporations and believed to have
the largest publication lots among annuals compiled in Japan. Next, of the publications in the collection of
the Art Library of the National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo (MOMAT), as of December 2011, a
cataloging is carried out of the annuals compiled by organizations concerned with the Japanese art world.
This produces a catalog listing 344 such titles, selected by using several conditions to extract them from
among the publications in the collection. However, as these conditions alone are not sufficient, there are
several annuals included that are not pertinent, and the catalog is not necessarily comprehensive. The survey
results show that the types of organizations mainly compiling the annuals are: museums-157 titles, galleries-59
titles, schools-32 titles, art-related organizations-54 titles, public exhibitions-12 titles, local governments and
other organizations-4 titles, others-26 titles.

A comparison with the features of corporate annuals makes clear the similarities, as well as differences,
in corporate annuals and the annuals compiled by organizations concerned with the art world. Furthermore,
this paper examines the trends apparent upon investigating the state of filing and storing the annuals selected,
at the National Diet Library and several other libraries.

Lastly, this paper points out that activities that recognize and encourage excellent examples of annuals
and the publication of exemplary annuals by organizations in a leadership position spur the qualitative
improvement of annuals compiled by the Japanese art world. In addition, suggestions are offered on methods

to manage the annuals that will lead to their more effective use.
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