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Information Sharing and Cooperation in the Independent Administrative
Institution National Museum of Art

Proposal for Utilization of the Information Resources of the National Museums of Art and
Cooperation with Related Institutions

Takeshi Mizutani
Taizo Muroya
Yuzo Marukawa

Nearly seven years have passed since the National Museums of Art became an independent ad-
ministrative institution in April, 2001. The latter half of the second year of the second medium-range
plan has passed. In the first year of that plan, in April, 2006, Planning Office for Art Informatics was
established in the Administrative Department, and the authors were assigned to it. As indicated in
“Evaluation of the Performance of the Independent Administrative Institution National Museum of
Art in Fiscal 2006,” we have repeatedly sought, from the perspective of the institution as a whole,
to promote cooperation between the whole and its parts (the five museums) and to clarify the divi-
sion of labor. With respect to the strategy for the National Museums of Art’s Art Informatics plan, we
have worked from the latter half of fiscal 2007 to improve the Independent Administrative Institution
National Museums of Art website to encompass the activities of all five museums, including the
National Art Center, Tokyo. In the process, all those involved have reconfirmed that the next step
in the task of building art information systems and making them public is building cooperative ties
with related institutions, a necessary measure for improving utilization of the systems. That has re-
quired an attitude shift that enhances the presence of each museum and corporation operating the
systems, rather than the systems themselves. This paper introduces the information resources that
the National Museum of Art as a whole regards as assets and makes available to the public. It also
introduces our three major programs, the Information on Collections of the National Museums of
Art, Information on Libraries’ Collections of the National Museums of Art, and Exhibitions Informa-
tion (commonly known as “Art Commons”), with examples of proposals and of the implementation
of cooperative ties with related organizations to enhance presence in connection with those three
major programs and particularly with the Research and Development Center for Informatics of the
Association of National Institute of Informatics. In conjunction with the report, we also present
thinking on metadata structuring and implementation as a key issue in future cooperative efforts.

1) Information on Collections of the National Museums of Art: Union Catalog of the Collections of
the National Art Museums, Japan
Cooperative program: Cultural Heritage Online
URL: http://bunka.nii.ac.jp/

2) Information on Libraries’ Collections of the National Museums of Art: Online Public Access
Catalog (OPAC) systems for accessing the catalogues for the libraries of the Museum of Modern
Art, Tokyo, the National Art Center, Tokyo, and the National Museum of Western Art, Tokyo
Cooperative program 1):

Cross retrieval OPAC for Art Libraries in Japan, by the Art Libraries’ Consortium (ALC)
URL: http://alc.opac.jp
Cooperative program 2):
NACSIS-CAT and Webcat of National Institute of Informatics
URL: http://webcat.nii.ac.jp

3) Exhibitions Information (commonly known as “Art Commons”)
Cooperative program: IMAGINE Arts
URL: http://imagine.nii.ac.jp (in planning)

93





