
The Art of Access:

The Development of Collection Information Access 
at the at the 

Archives of American Art 
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“…the idea came to me: … Why isn't there a 
central place where records could be 
saved? …. saved? …. 

[I] went to see Ted Richardson. I started 
talking to him about my idea. I remember talking to him about my idea. I remember 
his eyes lit up and he said, "This would be a 
great thing to do…and he said 

‘Microfilm is such a wonderful tool–now 
with microfilm it would be possible to go, 
for instance, to Philadelphia’…for instance, to Philadelphia’…

I suggested we call it ‘The Archives of 
American Art’." 
I suggested we call it ‘The Archives of 
American Art’." 
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http://www.aaa.si.edu
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� Papers lent by 

individuals were individuals were 

microfilmed and 

returned to their returned to their 

lenders.  
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� “More Product, Less Process”  (MPLP)

� Access is Prioritized

� Description and processing less detailedDescription and processing less detailed

� Focus on aggregate levels� Focus on aggregate levels
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� Supported USMARC formats for libraries, 

archives and museum  and research center archives and museum  and research center 

databases  

Sparked collaboration; use of standards; � Sparked collaboration; use of standards; 

development of shared vocabularies and development of shared vocabularies and 

authority files 

� Provided collection management capabilities� Provided collection management capabilities

� System support, maintenance and migration 

handled by central Smithsonianhandled by central Smithsonian

15 16



17 18

� Digitized 267 microfilm reels – 250,000 files

� Developed the future strategy for digitization � Developed the future strategy for digitization 

of original collections in their entirety

Used EAD XML’s structured data � Used EAD XML’s structured data 

corresponding to image file directory and corresponding to image file directory and 

naming conventions to link the digital files

� Presented the digital files online via � Presented the digital files online via 

box/folder links. 
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� Statement of Principles

� Overview of Archival � Overview of Archival 

Description

� Part I-Describing � Part I-Describing 

Archival Materials, 

Chapters 1-8Chapters 1-8

� Part II-Archival 

Authority Records, Authority Records, 

Chapters 9-13
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